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SUBJ: MRS GANDHI SELECTS CAPABLE BUT DOCILE CHIEF 
MINISTER FOR UTTAR PRADESH 

REF: NEW DELHI A-390 

1 . DECEMBER 1975 REFAIR DESCRIBED THE CIRCUMSTANCES 
SURROUNDING THE FORCED RESIGNATION OF A POTENTIAL 
COMPETITOR TO MRS GANDHI, UTTAR PRADESH CHIEF MINISTER 
H.N. BAHUGUNA. ON JANUARY 18, CONGRESS PARTH 
PRESIDENT BAROOAH ANNOUNCED THAT N.D. TIWARI, ONE OF 
THE FIVE POSSIBEL SUCCESSORS LISTED IN THE AIRGRAM, 

WILL BE UP'S NEXT CHIEF MINISTER. ON JANUARY 21 

HE WILL HE ELECTED AS LEADER OF THE CONGRESS LEGIS- 
LATIVE PARTY IN THE STATE ASSEMBLY. THE WILL BE 
SWORN IN AS CHIEF MINISTER SOON THEREAFTER. 

2. TIWARI WAS SELECTED AS THE CHIEF MINISTER OF 
INDIA'S LARGEST AND MOST POLITICALLY IMPORTANT STATE 
FOR THE SAME REASON BAHUGUNA WAS FORCED TO RESIGN: 
THE PRIME MINISTER IS NOT INTERESTED IN SEEING A 
STRONG POLITICIAN CONSOLIDATE AN INDIGENOUS SUPPORT 
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INDIA'S PRIME MINISTERS; (II) CONTAINS THE LARGEST 
BLOC OF MP'S IN THE CONGRESS LEGISLATIVE PARTY AT 
THE CENTER. 

3. TIWARI IS AN EX-SOCIALIST WHO HAS AVOIDED ASSOC- 
IATION WITH ALL OF THE CONTENDING FACTIONS IN UP 
STATE POLITICS. UNLIKE BAHUGUNA, HE IS A LOW-KEY 
POLITICIAN WHO WILL COOPERATE RATHER THAN COMPETE 
WITH THE OTHER BROKERS OF POLITICAL POWER IN THE 
STATE, SUCH AS UNION MINISTERS K. TRIPATHI AND C. 

YADAV, EX-UPCC CHIEF, 

MRS R. BAJPAI, GOVERNOR C. 

REDDY AND, INDIRECTLY, MRS GANDHI. 

4. TIWARI HAS PROVEN TO BE A CAPABLE MINISTER DURING 
HIS LONG TENURE IN THE STATE CABINET UNDER THREE 
CHIEF MINISTERS. HE HAS A REPUTATION FOR HONESTY AND 
EFFICIENCY. HOWEVER, HE WILL NOT HAVE A FREE HAND IN 
RUNNING THE STATE, PARTICULARLY ON POLITICAL MATTERS. 
AND IS EXPECTED TO TURN REGULARLY FOR GUIDANCE TO 
THE PRIME MINISTER S HOUSEHOLD. 

SAXBE 
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